Anthony E. Kim

3950 Persimmon Drive  #204

Fairfax, VA 22031

(703) 426-8037

tonyekim@yahoo.com
MIT ID#: 955502769

July 10, 2008

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Student Financial Aid Office

Room 11-320

77 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139-4307

Dear Student Financial Aid Office:

I am Anthony Kim, a rising senior at MIT, and I applied for financial aid for year 08-09. It is now July, but I still have not received a financial aid letter from MIT. Hence I am writing this letter for I am afraid that my financial aid application did not go through. 

I have discussed with the MIT Financial Aid Office several times regarding my financial aid application before, and I am afraid that there might have been some misunderstanding and/or miscommunication. On March 21, 2008, I received an email from MIT Financial Aid Office about my incomplete application. By then I had not completed my IDOC packet yet, and when I asked the financial aid office about it, they said that I should just send the missing documents to Collegeboard IDOC. The email said Parent's 2007 US Income Tax Return, Parent's 2007 W2 Form(s) and Resolution of Conflicting Information were missing from my financial aid application. 

My father, the only source of income in the household, lives and works in South Korea. He is not a permanent resident nor a US citizen, so he does not file the US Income Tax Return form, but files the Korean Income Tax Return form. He asked the Korean Tax Office and they said that the 2007 Korean Tax Return form was not available yet and that they were not sure when it would be ready. On March 27, 2008, we sent to both Collegeboard IDOC and MIT Financial Aid Office my US Income Tax Return form and W2 form (I worked over the summer 2007), and father's 2006 Korean Tax Return form and a letter explaining the situation with the unavailability of my father's 2007 Korean Tax Return form. 

On April 8, 2008, I received a rather general email about MIT Financial Aid deadline and my application status. It said that my application remained incomplete, but that I should wait if I had sent in application materials recently. So I waited and I did not receive any emails from MIT Financial Aid Office until the April 15 deadline. Then on April 24, 2008, I received an email from the financial aid office saying that my application was still incomplete. It said Parent's 2007 Foreign Income Tax Return (Not the 2007 US Income Tax Return that 3/21/08 email asked for) and Resolution of Conflicting Information were missing from my application. I called the MIT Financial Aid Office about the email and they insisted that they needed father's 2007 Korean Tax Return form though I explained that my father's 2007 Korean Tax Return form was not available at that time. On the same day, I called my mother who then called my father in Korea about the 2007 Korean Income Tax Return form. He told us that the Korean Tax Office said that 2007 Korean Tax Return form was not available and that they were not sure when it would become available. I told this to a financial aid officer and she made a note of it. She told me that I should send the 2007 Korean Tax Return form as soon as it becomes available. She also added that there could be a penalty. 

On May 7, 2008, I received the exact same email from MIT Financial Aid Office that I got on April 24, 2008. I contacted the financial aid office about the email and a financial aid officer said that they were aware of my situation and told me that I can disregard the email and that I should send father's 2007 Korean Tax Return form as soon as it becomes available. Then finally father's 2007 Korean Tax Return form became available. We received it and its English translation by Express Mail, and on May 27, 2008, we sent them to MIT Financial Aid Office and an email saying that we did so.

The Korean Tax Office said that the 2007 Korean Tax Return form was not available and that they did not know when they would be available. So my father's 2007 Korean Tax Return form was late, but we sent it as soon as it became available. I am afraid there might have been some misunderstanding and/or miscommunication. I just hope that my financial aid application is still there under consideration. I would really appreciate if I could learn about the status of my financial aid application. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony E. Kim

