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Fact Sheet

Prague is the capital city of Czech Republic.
With a population of more than 220

(a million, if you do not think
in binary) and an area of 190 square miles it is also the largest
Czech city.
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More Facts

The eleven century long history of the city was very rich.

Many buildings from the Middle Ages through 21th century still
fascinate historians and attract millions of tourists.
The historic center of the city is on the UNESCO World
Heritage Sites list.
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Public Transport
Car Traffic
Taxi Service

Trams, buses, subway

Prague has a very dense public transport network.

Our Faculty’s students use it to quickly travel between the
several Faculty buildings.
The same kind of ticket can be used on subway, trams and
buses.
Price for a 15-day pass is equivalent to approximately 15 $.
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Cars

The roads of Prague were not designed to cope with the 90’s
automobilism boom. As a result there are frequent traffic jams.

Traveling around by public transport is easier and nearly as fast
as driving.
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Public Transport
Car Traffic
Taxi Service

Driver/Pedestrian relationships

Prague has much fewer intersections than New York, but the
intersections are usually more complicated — one way streets
are rare.

Drivers should yield to pedestrians on crosswalks, but the law is
not always respected.
You should respect traffic lights, pay attention and not cross
streets in NY fashion.
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Taxi!

Prague taxi drivers have a bad reputation for cheating, but that
is mainly a problem of “wild” drivers. Large taxi companies are
more honest.

If you need a taxi, don’t accept services of out-of-street cabs.
Order a taxi by phone from an established service.
Notice the prices written on the taxi’s door and ask for a receipt.
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Landmarks

Prague contains an enormous number of historic buildings and
a handful of modern landmarks.

It is not nicknamed “The City of a Hundred Spires” for nothing.
A small list of the most famous sights:

The Prague Castle
St. Vitus Cathedral
Old Town Square (with astronomical clock)
Wenceslas Square
Charles Bridge
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Art & Culture

Many large and small theatres, cinemas and museums exist
through the city.
A few samples:

The National Museum

The National Technical Museum
The National Gallery
The National Theatre
The Theatre of the Estates
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Having Fun

Prague contains lots of shops and restaurants, as well as other
attractions such as:

Boat trips along Vltava river

Mirror maze on the Petřín hill
Light show fountain (Křižíkova fontána)

For the nature lovers there are many gardens and parks
scattered around the city. You can also take the railway/bus
away from the city and into the countryside.
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Weather

Prague lies in the temperate climate zone.
The air temperature during summer is between 90◦F (noon)
and 60◦F (night).

The air is drier than that of New Jersey.
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Better Safe than Sorry

Prague is relatively safe; the greatest threat to tourists being
pickpockets.
Some suggestions:

Do not carry your purse in your backpack or back pocket.

Be wary of crowds (especially in historic districts).
Be aware that pickpockets like public transport even more
than Math students. Their favorite trick is surrounding
people when entering and exiting wagons.
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Useful WWW links

Prague.cz
http://www.prague.cz

Prague Information Service
http://www.pis.cz/a/

Wikipedia article on Prague
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prague

Prague Public Transit Co. Inc.
http://www.dp-praha.cz/en/
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